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Lab is on Superftmd
to clean polluted groundwater
By Tanla Soussan istration.
STAFFWRrrE_ However, in the 1940s and

'50s, the facility was operated ]The Jet Propulsion Laborato- by the Army; WOrkers poured !ry is drilling four test wells in chemicals such as freon, mercu-
//Atadena neighborhoods and a ry, rocket fuel and sulfuric acid
fifth in Oak Grove Park to as- down sinks:that drained into
sess the level of groundwater cesspools around the lab -- a
contamination in the area. common practice at the time.

The 400-footto 500-foot deep Officials at JPL and the U.S.
test wells are part of the labs Environmental Protection
efforts to determine the extent Agency believe those chemicals
of contamination and develop a seeped into the soil and eventu-
cleanup plan: ally into' the groundwater.

JPL was placed on the Super- Re EPA estimates that about
fund National Priority List in 68,000 people obtain drinking
1993and must clean up polluted water from municipal wells
soil and groundwater, within four miles of the.lab. _,

NASA, which is funded by In 1980, chemical solvents
the federal government, is pay, were found in at least four.Pas-
ing for the testing and cleanup, adena city wells around the ar- =
The cost of drilling the wells is royo, and four wells eventually
about $2 million, lab. officials were shut down temporarily. In
said. 1990, JPL paid for a temporary

"We're still in what's called water treatment plant that the
the remedial investigation city now uses to clean drinking
phase of the Superfund pro- water. Lincoln Avenue Water
cess," said Charles Buril, man- Co., which serves Altadena,
ager of JPL's environmental at- shut down :two wells in 1987.
fairs office. "That's basically Underground water generally
going out and taking samples to flows from JPL to tl_e south
see if the contamination exists and southeast and under the
and whether JPL is responsi- Arroyo Seco. The test wells
ble." have been placed along that

There are wells being dug on path. There are also test wells
Harriet Street near Casitas Av- on JPL property.
enue, near the intersection of
Lincoln Avenue and West AltO- "Based on the levels of con-
dena Drive, near the intersec- tamination, they'll decide Staffphoto by WAkl'MANCIN!
tion of Lincoln and Ventura whether it's necessary to clean HOO_NG tip a reverse circulation hose, JPL'crews work
Street, and on city property at the ground water and how to
the Windsor Reservoir. The do it,', said Brian Swarthout, at a drill site in Pasadena.
fifth well is in Pasadena's Oak project manager for the EPA,
Grove Park. which oversees the cleanup pro- thout said. tlon," he said:

JPL, which is managed bY cess. "What it looks like they have JPL is expected to turn_in re-
Caltech, now builds .robotic Tests of soil at various sites is on-site and off-site groundwa- ports to theEPA by years end,
space probes for the National on lab property have turned up ter :contamination and not real- outlining the extent of contami=
_eronautics and Space Admin- no contamination so far, Swar- ly any onsite soil contamina- nation and how to Clean it up.


